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INTRODUCTION 

The Fithian Music Primer is intended to be used in the first and second 
grades of the elementary schools. The work of the first year is covered in the first 
eighteen pages. Second year pupils should review pages ii to i8, and take pages 19 
to 61 for advanced work. Both grades should be given the rote songs, pages 62-80. 

Before undertaking work in the text, pupils should be given preparatory drill exer- 
cises, on the blackboard. The scale should be taught by rote, using the syllables do^ 
ti, la^ etc., and also " loo." Have the children sing softly and rather quickly, always 
beginning with high do^ using the scales of C, D flat, D, E flat, E, and F. Set the pitch 
accurately by using a pitch pipe. In this preparatory work emphasis should be laid 
on individual singing. 

In using the book, have a child read aloud once or more, with or without rhythm, 
the syllables of the exercise to be sung, before attempting to add the tone. The rhythm 
should be taught separately at first by having the child tap quietly on the desk, care- 
fully measuring the time and giving the accent, the teacher directing. Rhythm should 
always be used in the actual singing of an exercise. The order of procedure is, first 
read the exercise by syllables without rhythm or pitch ; then repeat the syllables with 
rhythm added and accent marked ; then sing the exercise. 
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4 INTRODUCTION 

Each day's lesson should open with brief drills in rhythm, scales, dictation, and 
recognition both oral and tonal for eye and ear. This should not take over two min- 
utes ; the rest of the period should be devoted to reading exercises and the singing of 
rote songs. The latter should be short, rhythmical, provided with dainty texts that 
appeal to the child's imagination, and should usually be sung lightly and rather 
quickly — never dragged. 

In the selection of miscellaneous rote songs, use only those which have a range 
extending not above F (fifth line) nor below middle C. It is far better to re-pitch a 
song in order to meet the requirements of good tone quality than to retain an original 
pitch which may be too low — rarely too high. 

In individual singing always give a different exercise to the next pupil. Frequent 
repetition of tlie same exercise becomes rote singing, not reading. The work may be 
varied by having one child read the exercise by syllable, and another sing it. The 
teacher should never sing for nor with the children except in teaching rote songs and 
scales. Children learn to read music by practice in reading it. 

It should be constantly borne in mind that the throat and vocal apparatus of the 
child is susceptible of irreparable damage by forcing or other improper usage. Not 
only never compel, but never permit the children to sing with a loud, coarse quality of 
tone. EflFort should be directed toward quality rather than quantity or volume of tone. 
Remember that the normal child voice is produced by a delicate mechanism the size 
and development of which are related to his age. 
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As the higher tones conduce to good quality, it may often be necessary for the 
teacher, after singing in a key suited to her voice, to use a higher pitch for the singing 
of the children, the new pitch to be set by the pitch pipe. That is to say, do not com- 
pel the children to use an unsuitable register for the accommodation of the teacher. 
Never sing a song or scale through more than once without again getting the correct 
pitch. 

The following may be helpful in teaching the two-part scale. Rehearse thoroughly 
by rote the scale from do to //<?, and then from mi to mi as found on page 42. Group 
together on the benches on the extreme right, six or eight (not more) attentive children 
who can sing the mi scale. Place those who are to sing the do scale on the left with a 
form between the two sections on which may well be seated the monotones. Give the 
pitch of do^ and have the " do " section sing from low to high do once or twice softly 
and rapidly, ending on low do and holding it while the ";«/" section takes its pitch 
very softly. Always keep the " mVs " more subdued than the " do'^s,^'* Promptly start 
the scale together. If the attempt is not successful at any point, stop immediately and 
begin again after verifying the pitch with the pitch pipe. The scale may be tried for 
not more than half a minute several times during the session, even between other les- 
sons or study periods as a sort of relaxation. As the children become more proficient 
the parts may be more evenly divided and also reversed, thus drilling all in both 
scales. 

Those children who appear to be monotones should be placed in the front seats. 
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Let one after another of these children try to imitate a steam whistle pitched fairly high, 
the teacher tooting the pitch. If the child fails to match the tone given, accept the 
pitch he reaches and have him call it do. From this pitch sing do H do^ and have him 
imitate it. Gradually work the pitch up, and use other simple dictations. Mono- 
tones should never be so called in their hearing; they should be encouraged and 
given an equal opportunity with the others to try to read and sing the exercises. 

The short sentence-songs are intended for reading purposes in the second grade. 
From page 62 to 80 the songs are to be sung by rote exclusively. Teachers are urged 
to be liberal in the use of the many beautiful rote songs that are to be foimd in other 
collections, such practice being a great stimulus and inspiration in the study of elemen- 
tary music. 
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Teach by rote, and with accent 



m 



^ 



^ 



113 




^ 



^zz!t 




^mm 



114 



TWO-PART SCALE 




ipi^^sp^ 






I 



i 



2: 



116 



TWO-PART SCALE 
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Lit-tle bird-ies in the tree- top, Sing your sweet-est song to me! 




Hear the bells for Christ-mas ring; Hear the hap-py chil-dren sing ! 
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Note. The above are scale melodies. First teach verse of song; then use syllables as a 
second stanza. 
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Hark! the bells in yon -der stee -pie, Bim, bom, bell. 
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Moth - er is near thee, so do not fear. 



142 




ssa 



^^^ 






Here's a les - son that you should heed 
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Try, try a - gain if you would sue - ceed. 
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Two lit - tie squir - rels sat up 
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a tree ; 
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They were as hap - py as hap - py could be. 
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Hap - py, laugh - ing chU - dren are we, And we 
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love 



to 



play in the shade of the tree. 
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Some - where up near the great north pole, 
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Lives an old man — a jol - ly old soul. 
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Kat - ie and Jim, Bet - ty and Ben, 
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t=|: 
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Ran up a hil - lock and down a - gain, 
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Ev - 'ry lit - tie drop of rain Has some work to do. 



148 




149 



Ev - 'ry rob - n sings a tune, Bright, clear, and true. 
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Tell me why, Tell me why, In the pleas - ant fields you hie. 




< g I 



F=^=^ 



All the birds are sing - ing their sweet-est song All day long. 
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Braid the rib-bons, red and blue, Danc-ing round the May-queen ; 




Tell me if you ev - er knew Such a pret - ty play-queen. 
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Jack and JiU went up the hill To get a pail of wa - ter ; 
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Jack fell down and broke his crown,And Jill came tum-bling aft - er. 
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When you've work to do, my boys, Do it with a will ; 
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Those who reach the top, my boys, Have to chmb a hiU. 
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Hear the church bells ring, Ding dong bell, Ding dong ding; 




How their mu - sic swells, Ding dong, ding dong bells. 
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Lit - tie fish - er - maid - en, liv - ing by the sea, 
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Will you come to town, And go to school with me ? 
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Ba - by buds are sleep - ing so co - zy and warm, 




In the tree -top branch - es they fear no storm. 
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Sing a song of blue - birds, Nest - ing in the tree; 




Sing a song of blue -bells; Gath - er some for me. 
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Rov - er is my dog - gie And he loves me so; 
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When I go out walk - ing, He is sure to go. 
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Wee birds sing their car - ols loud and clear; 




Spring - time is com - ing — it is al - most here. 
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Down in the mead - ow - land, soft and green, 
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Sweet lit - tie vi - o - lets in May are seen. 
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Good morn- ing, lit - tie rose - bush, I pray thee tell me 
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true : To be as sweet as a sweet red rose What must a bod - y 
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do ? . To be as sweet as a sweet red rose, A 




r 



E^: 



t=r 



t= — 




lit - tie girl like you Just grows, and grows,and grows,and grows,And 
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that's what she must do, . And that's what she must do. 
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Joy at - tend us on our way, May there 
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no sad - ness ; Smooth the rug - ged 
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path, we pray, Fill our hearts with glad - ness. 
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MORNING SONG 
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Lord, we thank thee for this day, For the hours of 




-(S^ 



work and play; For the sun -shine and the show'rs, 
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For our homes, the birds and flow'rs. Help us now thy 
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will to do, Make us gen - tie, kind, and true. 
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Said the first lit - tie chick - en with 
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queer lit - tie squirm, " I wish I could find 
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fat 



lit - tie worm." Said the next lit - tie 
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chick - en with an odd lit - tie shrug, "I 
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wish I could find a fat lit - tie bug." Said the 
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third lit - tie chick - en with a small sigh of 
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grief, " I wish I could find a green lit - tie 
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leaf." Said the fourth lit - tie chick - en with a 
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faint lit - tie moan, "I 




wish I could find a 
a tetnpo 
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grav - el stone." Now see here!" said the 



moth - er from the green gar - den patch, "If you 

rallentando 
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want an - y break - fast, You must come here and scratch." 
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1. Wan-d'ring up and down one day, I peep'd in a 

2. See how neat-ly on the last He draws down the 

3. With the awl he makes a hole, First in - to the 
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win-dow o - ver 
leath - er, mak - ing 
up -per, then thro' 



the way. And put - ting his nee - die 
it fast. And put - ting the wax'd end 
the sole; Then put- ting the pegs in 
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thro' and thro'. There sat a cob - bier mak - ing a shoe, 
thro' and thro', Ev - er his head and bod - y work too. 
one or two, Laugh-ing a - way he ham-mers them thro'. 



^ 

^ 



e 



£ 



Rat - a - tap - tap, Tick - a - tack too, 
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This 



J^ 



IS 
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the way to make a shoe; 
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Rat 
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a - tap - tap, Tick - a - tack too, 
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This is the way to make a shoe. 
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How do Rob - ins build their nests ? Rob - in Red-breast told me. 
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First a wisp of * am - ber hay, In a pret - ty round they lay ; 
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Then some shreds of down - y floss, Feath - ers too, and 
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bits 



of moss, Wo - ven with a sweet, sweet song, 
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This way, that way, and a-cross. That's what Rob-in told me. 
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Lit - tie Bo - Peep has lost her sheep And can't tell 
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where to find them ; Leave them a - lone and 
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they'll come home, Wag - ging their tails be - hind them. 
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I love lit - tie pus-sy, her coat is so warm, And 
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if I don't hurt her she'll do me no harm. So I'll 
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not pull her tail nor drive her a - way, But 
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Pus - sy and I ver - y gent - ly will play. 
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I had a lit - tie puss - y cat When I was on - ly five ; A 
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fun - ny lit - tie puss - y cat,. The fun - ni - est a - live. She'd 
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purr and spit And round her back,And try to catch her tail, By 
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whirl-ing round and round and round; But ev - 'ry time she'd fail. 
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Sleep, Ba - by, sleep ! Thy fa - ther watch - es his 
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sheep. . Thy moth - er 
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shak - ing the 
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dream - land tree, And down drops a 
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dream on thee. Sleep, ba - by, sleep ! 
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Jack Frost comes round here ev - 'ry year, He's such a sly old 
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elf, What-e'er he sees he wants to bite, He's sure to help him- 




self. 



• Jack Frost, it trou - bles us to see How 
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ver - y, ver - y im - po-lite a boy like you can be. . 
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who is so mer - ry, Heigh - o, Heigh - o, As a 
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light- heart - ed fair - y, Heigh - o, Heigh - o. 
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dan - ces and sings to the sound of his wings, 
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Heigh - o. 
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Good mom - ing, sweet A - pril, so win - some and shy, 
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With a smile on your lip, and a tear in your eye; 




There are pret - ty he - pat - i - cas hid in your hair, 
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And bon - ny blue vi - o - lets clus - ter - ing there. 




MORNING PRAYER 
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Fa - ther dear, at dawn of day 




thy chil - dren kneel and pray ; 




Young . or old, 



on 



land 



or 



sea, 
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who live give thanks to thee. 
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When -ev - er the moon and stars are set, When - ev - er the 
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wind is high, All nightlong in the dark and wet, A 
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man goes rid - ing by. . Late in the night when the 
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fires are out, Why does he gal - lop and gal- lop a - bout ? 
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Ev - 'ry day the teach -ers say, " Chil-dren, sit up straight." 
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Ev - 'ry day they have to say, "Chil-dren,don't come late." 
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Do we wish to make them sad When we come to school ? 
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Would we rath- er make them glad ? Then let's o - bey each rule. 
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